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New York enings This \eek 


Qut_of This \jorld-Century, 12/12/50. Cole Porter musical featuring Charlotte 
Greenwood and William Eythe. Book by Dwight Teylor and Reginald Lawrence, Direct- 
ed by Agnes de liille, produced by Subber and Ayres. 


Digests of Current Revigys--more on batk page ~ ~ 


The Cellar and the \/dll-ANTA Playhouse} 12/10/50. ANTA's sécond subscript ion 
play shown at 5:30 Pelie, won the favor af just two daily reviewers. Hoewkins, WT&5, 
nd Women's ‘Jear, found merit in Phillip Pruneau's script about life in South Chi- 
cago slums. They praised ANTA for fulfilling important function of introducing pro- 
mising writers. Sheaffer, Fagle, believes young writer some day will write good 
Playe ‘while remainder panned script and production. (st headed by Eda Heinemonn, 
Dorothy Sands and Ann Dearing didn't merit .much. praise. .}icClain, Journal jmerican, 
fears the future ANTA productions, if this is a sample of considered pe Most 
agreed production brought little prestige to NTA, author. or players. 


Let's jake An Opera-Golden, 12/13/50. First night ‘erities didn't take readily 
to singing in public, judging by majority..of adverse criticisms filed ageinst Benja- 
min Britten's work. nly Chapman, News, and Hewkins, WTE&S , enjoyed the proceedings. 
Former recommended it to all who love théatre, leaher suggested only those who en- 
joy performing should attend. Several were convinced the children might enjoy show 
more than parents, Atkinson, Times, didn't-think much of audience participation 
features, but he did like the Britten music, and the fine. singing of Rawn Spearman. 
‘Norman Del llar, as conductor of audience and cast, won praise for portrayal and hard 
worke Others suggested that opera itself was worth while, but it took too much of 
the evening to arrive at it. Pollock, Compass, saw it as too tepid for New Yorkers. 


Bless You All-Hellinger, 12/14/50. ifejority of daily reviewers took title to 
heart in judging musical revue produced by Levin and Gnith. They complimented fine 
teamwork of Jules Munshin, Mary McCarty, Pearl Baily and Valerie Bettis. Watts, 
Post, and McClain, Journal American, both enjoyed the show, but felt sketches by 
Arnold Auerbach and songs by Harold Rome could have been better, “Dissenters: includ- 
ed critics of Times, Compass, Newark News-and-\fomen’s \iear, They-praised sets by 
Oliver Smith and costumes by Miles whites; but felt rest of show wasn't as glamorous. 
Chapman, News, suggested Director John Ce. ‘silson could cut some of the songs and 
sketches. liost agreed that Valérie Bettis’ dances nd-Jules iMunshin's:humor were 
high spotse Pollack, Compass, feared writers were trying to be satirical and: inno- 
cuous all at Oncee 


Editorial Pros and Cons 

Typical of — cousin attitude of theatre managers toward playgoers is stan- 
dard procedure used in announcing last minute cast changes. Instead of telling 
ticket buyer thet leading player is ill, the manager holds ‘the information until the 
lights are down and the house is filled. Then he informs the audience that lir. 
Unknown will play the role of ijark \jhoso. It isn't until the play ‘is underway and 
the program can be checked, that the duped playgoer minemnnte amt me advertisad 
leading player is out. 


News & Notes 


TeSeFliot turning down all movie offers for The Cocktail Party..<iiaude Adams liv- 
ing in Long Island convent near her old home. «ANIA Ball postponed to Jenuary 15. 
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' A Key to NYC Criticism At A Glance ' * 
_ Shows are reted as to how the critics liked them,.not if they think they will be q' 


hits. "So-So" means the critic did not state directly if he recommended the show 
for an entertaining or stimulating evening. 


le NY Times 1l. Newark News 21. Catholic ‘\.orld 

2e NY Herald Tribune 12. \jomen's \iear Daily 22. Commonweal 

3-e NY News 13. Daily \jorker 23. Cue 

4. NY Lfirror 14. ‘fall Street Journal 24. Chr.Sci.lionitor 
NY Compass Journal of Commerce 25. Sat.Review Lit. 
6. NY Post 16, George Jéan Nathan 26.’ Newsweek 
Ward liorehouse (T&S; NeYsSuin) Morning Telegraph «27. ‘Time 

8. NY Journal American 18) Veriety:: . 28. Nation 

World Telegram & Sun Billboard .:.-: New Republic 

10. Brooklyn mere Arts .-: 30. New Yorker 


Affairs of State-iueic Box, 9/25/50 Pro 2- 8-19-27-30. Cont 14 
votes. Nonet 13-17-21-23-28.: 


Arms dnd the lionAreria, 10/26/50. Bret” Cont 12 votes. 
Bell, Book ahd Caridle-Berrymore; 11/14/50. Prot 19 votes. Con: 2-67-1822, 

Bhack chirfon-48th StsTheatres 9/21/50~ Prot 20 votes. Cont 2-3-14-22-27-29. 
Call lie Medem-Imperial, 10/12/50. Pro: 22 votes. Gon: 19-20-28-29. So-Sot 3. 


The Cocktoil Party-liller, 1/2/50. Pro? 21 votes. Cons 1=9-13-14-22-25-29. 
Se-So: 16-30. 


The Country Girl-Lyceum; 11/10/50. Pro: x9 votese Cont 4-916-27-28-30. 

Gentlemen Prefer Blondes-Ziegfeld, 12/8/49. Pros at votes, Con: 16-19-22-23-29. 
So-S0? 16-19-22-23-27. 

Guys and Dolls-46th St.Theatre, 11/24/50. Pro: 23 votes. Cons 28, 


The Happy Time-Plymouth, 1/24/50. Pros 21 votes. Cont 5-6-7-20-26-27-28-30. 
Hilda Crane-Coronet, 11/1/50. Prot 13 votes. Cont 1-2=5-14~16-19-+23-27-28-29-30. 
Kiss Me Kate-Shubert, 12/31/48. Pros 28 votes. Con: 29, 


The Lady's Not For Burning-Rdyale, 12/8/50. Prot 20 votes. Cont 35-12-29, 
So-5So: 18-30, 


The Member of the ‘iedding-Bmpire, 1/5/50. Prot 26 votes. Con: 16. So-S0% 2-27-30 
Mister Roberts-Alvin, 2/13/48. Prot 24 votes. Cont 21-24. So-sot 13-16-17. 


: Pardon Our French-Broadway, 10/5/50. Prot 10-11-12-15-18~ Cont 14 votes. 
80% 1-5-8-9, 


Peep Show-inter Gerden, 6/28/50. Prot 11 votes, Con? 1-2-12-16-20-26-27-28-29-30, 
3-14-18, 
Peter Pan-St. James, 4/24/50. Prot 21 vation. Con: 8-13-16-30. b0-So: 6-14-19. 
The 11/22/50. ‘Prot 2+3-6=8-9-10-12-16, Con: 1-4-7. 
Season in the Sun-Cort, 9/28/50. Prot 20 votes. Cont 10-12-24-28, so-so: 11. 


Ring Round the lioon-Martin Beck, 11/23/50. Pros 12 votes. Cont 3-8+9-15-22-23-27, 
So- Sos 


South Pre: 19 Cont 27. So-Sot 23, 


The Tower Beyond Tragedy-Biltmore, 11/26/50. Prot. 1- 3-9-11-12-14-18-19- -23-39. 
Cont 2-4-5-6-8-10-27. 


' Green Room Department ‘ 


CRITICS & R TINGS.. Though Variety has dropped its controversial critics rotings, 
Billboard is still rating the reviewers on their obility to pick hitse At the 
two-third season mork the trade journal discovers that Garland, Journal American 
picked six right and none wrong, before he became ill. Coleman, judged 15 right 
and one wronz, while Chapmany News, was at the bottom of the chart with seven 
wrong out of 14 guesses. Shows that reach over 100 performances are rated hii<. 
Chapman and Liorehouse, ‘T&S, both confessed regret that Variety poll had been 
ended, while \iattsy Post, thinks that any system that causes reviewers to think 
about the box office, rather than merits of ploy, is wrong. 


DULL AUDIFNCES...First nighters are gold compared to subsequent audiences, deduces 
Sylvester, Newsy after attending four hit shows over a week end. .+t one comedy 
you could count three before any laugh followed the funny lines, The living 
theatre needs a million Kotzenbergs. 


THEATRE TIPS...Ffficiency, courtesy and high morale of house staff were recommended 
eas worthy of consideration for Council of Living Theatre's promotion campaign by 
Theatre Nev's Vleekly. Bored ticket taker, over zealous checkroom attendant and 
others are helping dim the glemour of theatre attending for the patron. 


STILL HOPF.ssIn spite of TV the living theatre will survive, comments-TV critic 
Gross, Newse He viewed Tickets Please both in the theatre and on TV. Nothing 
cen compete with on original Broadway production with “live” performers. 


YULETIDE GIFTS..eKilgallen, Journol Americon, hod column full of presents for the 
celebritiese Included were -- a good American revue for Beatrice Lillie---an 
American history book for Christopher Fry---a book on how to overcome shyness 
for Jean .rthur---a full skirt for Katharine Hepburn---a shiny championship lov- 
ing cup for Ethel Mermen,. 


RETORTS TO CRITICS..«.President Truman's note to the Washington Post music critic is 
who panned daughter Margaret, reminded Winchell, llirror, of some of the brass 
knuckle exchanges between critic and accused. Actually the review was "namby- 
pemby" when compared to some of the brass knuckle attacks.. 


TRYOUT ON TV...Ford. TV Theatre s production of Zoe Akins Another Darling was first 
time that play. being considered for legitimate theatre was pre-tested on TV. 
Producers hoped to reise money through tryout. Variety critic didn't see much 
hope for script, as either TV or theatre entertainment. 


DFF*NDING COUNCIL...Sawyer Falk’ 8 sharp letter against stated objectives of Council 
_ of Living Theatre was answered by Chairman Robert Sherwood via Times Drama Mail- 
bage Letter assured the Syracuse professor that Council's main purpose is to 
bring people back to theatre and vice versae’ He asked hire Falk to state the 
"something revolutionary in concept that is needed to save the theatre”. 


RUNYON TICKFTS+«.eColeman, Mirror, reminds playgoers who want to see the hits that 
tickets are available from lemon Runyon liemoricl Cancer Funds They are alloted 
on “best contribution" basise Contact John Teeter at the Park Sheraton Hotel. 


W. Ward Marsh subbing for ill William McDermott, Cleveland Ploin Dealere.sNBC-TV 
to follow up Miss Liberty with Louisiana Purchase..eeFour Pittsburgh critics featured 
on. WDTV Sunday "Sho-Biz-Quiz"seeDonald Kirkley, B Baltimore Sun, emcee on Baltimore's 
“Dinner et the Sheraton Belvedere” via Wil\R-TV...Carol Channing return to Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes heralded by display ads. 


| 
| 
' Theatre News Round Up ° 


‘ Interview Hi-Lights ' 


LOUIS CALHFRN..sKing Lear star detailed some suggestions to jilson, Post, on 
exoctly how the Shuberts can spend their money. Now that they 2are the richest pacp.s 
in the theatre why don't they endow on experimental theatre, or help a sick inst’ .- 
tion, The octor believes some kind of benevolence would be very becoming of then 
here and in the hereafter. 


MICH:AFL SiIYTH...ePlymouth Theatre ticket taker doubles os a \Jells Fargo armored 
car guard, New Yorrer reporter discoverede He has been with \jells Fargo for 15 years 
end with the Shuberts for 17 yearse His main job at the theatre after the curtain 
goes up is handling crashers. 


CLIFFORD ODFTS..-sThe Country Girl author odmitted to lforehouse, WTE&S, that the 
critics have the final say. But he still finds it astonishing ond shocking that an 
author can work on @ play for months ond still not know if it is a ‘hit or ‘flop until 
he reads the noticese There is nothing as hostile 2s an audience who bought advance 
seats before the critics’ p@énning. 


THYRA S.MTFR WINSLOis+eTheatre editor of Gothem Guide, magazine for NeYe ‘hotel 
visitors, leeds a busy life, MBS Sardis discovered. In addition to her theatre re- 
viewing chores she writes a fiction story every other week for Hearst's Saturday 
Home Mogazine, plus non fiction articles for many magozines. At present she is writ~- 
ing @ fiction book end s book on disting. To accomplish all this she sleeps but four 
hours a night. 


Ring Round the Moon-lMertin Beck, ery Diverse views expressed by two week- 
ly reviewers on Fry translation of /nouilh “charade with music". Kerr, Commonweal, 
doubted if script was coherent enough to be termed o play. It seemed merely on ex- 
cuse to have nice costumese But George Jean Nathan thought the authors did a fine 
job with a light, clever scripte He did think. the play suffered from a variety of 
acting styles, ; 


The Tower Beyond Tragedy-ANT’ Playhouse, 11/26/50. Score four more weekly re- 
viewers’ approval, plus one “con” vote for ‘NTA's first offering. Time critic con- 
sidered it merely an undynamic stage treatment of the Jeffers poem. Others praised 
Judith Anderson's electrifying performancee Gabriel, Cue, tabbed iiarian Seldes as 
“Tomorrow's Americon Rachel". Trade peper critics enjoyed show, but doubted if it 
would be popular. 


Guys and Dolls-46th St.Thestre, 11/24/50. Bravos continue to be sounded for 
musical version of Runyon stories. Kerr, Commonweal, found it hard to convey exactly 
how much he enjoyed ite Director George S. Kaufmon deserved most of the credit for a 
perfect evening, in his opinione Gabriel, Cue, is positive Runyon would have lovedit. 


Bell, Book and Candle-Barrymore, 11/14/50. Skillful jobs of direction ond 
authorship of John van Druten, and acting of Lilli Palmer and Rex Harrison, were cre- 
dited toward "pro" review from Brown, SRLe He especially enjoyed the way the euthor 
manages to give pleasure by the civilized quality of his thinking. 


* Legit 


Shows thet closed include The Golden State - The Relapse..,.Tower Beyond Tra- 
gedy moves to Biltmore following ANTA sponsored rune.elire Roberts road company hunt- 
ing weight lifters who can act via Times want ad..eLilli Palmer signed by Pond for 
daily WCBS-TV chatter show starting January 4...Emmett Deadman replaces Robert Pol- 
leck, Chicago Times critic...RCA invested $50,000 in Make A \jish musicale, — 


- - - - - - - - - 

' Digests of Current Reviews ' 


